
RSU 83/M.S.A.D. #13 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 
VALLEY JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 

7:00 p.m. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER-The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Leo Hill 
 
II. ATTENDANCE 
 

Present: Leo Hill, Elizabeth Brochu, Beverly Brown, Pauline Lagasse, Brandy Hill, 
Adrienne Mathieu, Bonnie Atwood, Janelle Ingersoll, Brian Malloy, Ann Ingersoll 

 
Absent: None 

 
Also present: Sandra MacArthur, Carol Hines, James Tyler, Wendy Belanger, Melissa 
Lyons-Vitalone,   

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-Conducted 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (Regular meetings – will not be done at special 

meetings) 
a) Upon a motion by Adrienne Mathieu and second by Bonnie Atwood the Board 

unanimously voted to approve the minutes of April 5, 2021 (building & grounds 
committee), April 8, 2021 (regular meeting), April 8, 2021 (policy committee). 

 
V. PUBLIC INPUT - None 
 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

a) Moscow Principal’s Report 
Moscow School survived our covid outbreak.  It was quite stressful but a learning 
experience for all of us. All the cases have recovered fully.    
We celebrated Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week with several goodies and many 
wonderful sentiments.   
Becky York won a professional development session for the Moscow teachers with the 
creator of our math curriculum.  We are very excited about that.  
The staff will be preparing breakfast for our students daily during NWEA week. 

b) Valley Jr/Sr High School Report 
6/1/2021 Field Day  
Valley Jr. and Sr. High Schools are planning a field day on June 1st with a rain date of 
June 3rd. We are planning a day of sports activities and an outdoor hotdog lunch. We are 
looking into organizing a 5K run for the Travis Mills Foundation as part of these 
activities. Before lunch, teachers will be setting up displays under the canopy we have 
rented for graduation and presenting their elective course offerings to students.  
NWEA Testing Next Week  
We will be administering the Spring NWEA tests at the jr. high and high school over the 
next two weeks. 
Donations to our Farm to School Program 
Isaac Davis has done a great job reaching out to inform people and companies about our 
outdoor education programs and some have offered donations. Scott Robertson offered to 
donate 15 yards of loam for the greenhouse. Tonya Mullin offered to donate the trucking.  
 
 



Graduation Planning 
With the county back to a green Covid designation, we are currently planning to open 
graduation to the public. We plan to have designated seating under the canopy for 10 
people per graduate. This seating will be arranged in family-groups with 6’ spacing 
between groups. We plan to arrange seats in rows with 6’ spacing outside the canopy.  

c) Director of Special Services Report 
Title I Summer Grant Applications – Our summer school grant was approved for 
$24,865 which is an increase of $10,000 from last year. Instruction will be targeted at 
weak areas identified by NWEA testing. We will be incorporating activities such as 
seedling preparations and sewing to help students use experiences to gain a stronger 
conceptual understanding of standards. Funding will mostly cover salaries and benefits 
but there is also over $3,000 for instructional materials to support the program as outlined 
in the grant application. Below is a snapshot of some of the activities that will be 
developed. 
Farm-to-school seedling preparations 
Math: 

 arrays – planting in rows and columns 
 multiplication and division - inverse operations using the arrays 
 measurement – measuring the garden area and arranging shapes to plan 

the growing space 
 basic counting exercises - start with counting the number of seeds planted 

and counting the number that sprout 
 estimation – estimate the number of seeds inside a fruit or vegetable and 

then count them. 
 subtraction and/or fractions - examine the difference between the estimate 

and actual number in the fruit or vegetable 
 algebraic formulas - calculate the correct amount of fertilizer to add to 

water for the plants 
 geometric functions – calculate volume of soil needed for a planter box  
 graphing – plan out a garden even if it will not come to fruition; color 

garden vegetables on a graph after the design 
Reading - Use garden manuals, seed books, plant care manuals and other text to: 

 ask and answer questions to understand text 
 determine meaning of words & phrases as used in text 
 integrate info to present in different formats 
 use context and other reference materials to determine word meaning 

Sewing instruction  
Math: 

 multiplication – e.g., make stuffed animal – need 2 x 2 sets of cut outs to 
make two ears 

 math conversions – e.g., 36 inches = 1 yard, how many yards would you 
need for a project that will be 144 inches 

 measurement – measuring fabric – using tools appropriately  
 basic cost exercises – e.g., how much will project cost 
 estimation – estimating material needed to make a specific project 
 applied geometry – e.g., quilting – need to use triangles to make squares 
 graphing – coordinate plane project 
 fractions – calculating seam allowance e.g., quilting – need 4x4 square to 

calculate fabric to allow for 1/4 inch seam on four sides 
  



Reading - Use sewing manuals/project books, pattern books, quilting books and other text 
to: 

 ask and answer questions to understand text 
 determine meaning of words & phrases as used in text 
 integrate info to present in different formats 
 use context and other reference materials to determine word meaning 

Special Education – We are posting internally to try to fill the HS case manager position 
vacated by Jim (stipend position). In addition to case management duties, there are 
classes that also need to be taught (mainly math) that we will be working with regular 
education to cover for now. The plan is to schedule a special education math class to be 
taught by the regular education math teacher who will consult with the high school 
certified special education teacher for IEP lesson planning and progress monitoring 
needs. 
Cavalier Cupboard – Our first food pantry delivery is scheduled for May 4th and the 
total value of the delivery is $1,279.58. It will be delivered to St. Peter’s Food Pantry and 
school staff will have to pick it up from there. We have created a Facebook page for 
Cavalier Cupboard. We plan to put out surveys for desired products and potentially take 
orders through the page once we have more experience with ordering. See attached 
newsletter for more details! 

d) Athletic Director’s Report 
 

VII. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
VIII. GOOD NEWS 

a) Valley gymnasium lights have been upgraded-A check for $2,143 was received from 
Efficiency Maine. 

b) Another classroom at Valley Jr/Sr High School has had the asbestos tiles removed and 
new tiles installed.   

c) Nature Based Grant - $750 – Will be used for the new outdoor elective courses. 
d) Farm to School Grant - $1,000 – Will be used for the greenhouse and outdoor courses.  
e) Title I Summer Program - $24,866 – Melissa spoke about this funding for Summer 

Programming.  
f) Full Plates-$4,968 for summer delivery of meals 

 
IX. COMMUNICATIONS 

a) Financial Statement-The district is on track to have the projected carry forward for the 
2021-2022 budget.  

b) Superintendent MacArthur’s June schedule-Change in June schedule-Vacation week of 
June 21-25. Change in May schedule will work on May 26 instead of May 25 due to 
Budget Meeting on May 26. 

c) Updates on ESSER II - $320,685.17- This grant has a requirement for 20% expenditure 
to address learning loss.  The Building and Grounds Committee had met and created a 
priority list for tier 1 and 2 projects.  The board reviewed the lists and agreed with the 
priorities set by the Building and Grounds Committee. 

d) Updates on ESSER III - $720,213.33 – The district received the request for attendance 
data and mode of instruction data on Friday.  We have until May 19 to submit the data to 
qualify for the funding.  The data is not data that we can pull from PowerSchool but we 
will make our submission on or before May 19th.  This grant has a requirement for 20% 
expenditure to address learning loss.  There may be a requirement that this funding be 
spent for each school based on enrollment, such as 1/3 at Moscow Elementary and 2/3s at 
Valley.  The Building and Grounds Committee had met and created a priority list for tier 
1 and 2 projects.  The board reviewed the lists and agreed with the priorities set by the 



Building and Grounds Committee. DOE is advising districts that once the application is 
available it will be a very short submission deadline possibly only a week.   

e) Resignation and acceptance of Christian Corneil, HS math teacher-Reviewed 
 
X. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

a) Enrollment – The district enrollment is between 175-180.  We have one Athens eighth 
grade student that has committed to attend Valley High School for the 2021-2022 school 
year. There are 2-3 other Athens students considering Valley for next year. 

 
XI. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS (Finance Committee, Policy Committee, Negotiations 

Committee, Transportation Committee, Buildings and Grounds Committee, Personnel 
Committee) 
Finance (Bonnie Atwood, Elizabeth Brochu, Brian Malloy) 
Policy (Leo Hill, Janelle Ingersoll, Brandy Hill, Beverly Brown) 
Negotiations (Pauline Lagasse, Adrienne Mathieu, Janelle Ingersoll, (alternate) Beverly 
Brown) 
Transportation (Leo Hill, Brian Malloy, Adrienne Mathieu) 
Buildings and Grounds (Leo Hill, Bonnie Atwood, Ann Ingersoll, Beverly Brown) 
Personnel (Leo Hill, Elizabeth Brochu, Brandy Hill, (alternate) Janelle Ingersoll 

 
XII. OLD BUSINESS 

a) Upon a motion by Bonnie Atwood and second by Adrienne Mathieu the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the second reading of policy DJ–Bidding/Purchasing 
Requirements 

b) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Bonnie Atwood the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the second reading of policy DJ-R-Administrative 
Procedure-Federal Procurement Manual 

c) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Elizabeth Brochu the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the second reading of policy DJH-Purchasing and 
Contracting: Procurement Staff Code of Conduct 

d) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Adrienne Mathieu the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the second reading of policy GBM-Earned Paid Leave for 
Non-Unionized Employees 

e) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Janelle Ingersoll the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the second reading of policy GBP-Earned Paid Leave 

f) Upon a motion by Brandy Hill and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the second reading of policy GBP-R-Earned Paid Leave Administrative 
Procedure 

g) Upon a motion by Brandy Hill and second by Janelle Ingersoll the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the second reading of policy GDA-Support Staff Positions 
 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Upon a motion by Elizabeth Brochu and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board 

unanimously voted to approve the budget for 2021-22 in the amount of 3,519,962. 
b) Upon a motion by Bonnie Atwood and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board 

unanimously voted to set May 26, 2021 for the district budget meeting and June 8, 2021 
for the validation referendum for the 2021-22 budget. 

c) Upon a motion by Bonnie Atwood and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board 
unanimously voted that the warrant for the District Budget Meeting presented to the 
meeting be approved and that a District budget meeting be called for May 26, 2021for the 
purpose of voting on that annual budget for the District for the 2021-2022 fiscal year; 

Further voted:  That the Warrant and Notice of Election for the District Budget 
Validation Referendum presented to the meeting be approved, and that a District budget 



validation referendum be called for June 8, 2021 for the purpose of approving the budget 
adopted at the District budget meeting for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

Further voted:  That the Notice of Amounts Adopted at Budget Meeting presented 
to this meeting be approved, and that the Secretary of the District be authorized and 
directed to complete said Notice by adding the amounts approved by the voters for each 
expenditure category and the total school budget summary expenditure amount, all in 
accordance with the District budget meeting on May 26, 2021 and to deliver attested 
copies of said notice, as completed, to the clerks of each municipality in the District for 
polling places for the June 8, 2021 District budget validation referendum. 

Further voted:  That the Budget Meeting Warrant, the Warrant and Notice of 
Election, and the Notice of Amounts Adopted at Budget Meeting shall each be signed by 
a majority of the Board of Directors.  

The Board of Directors signed Warrants 
d) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Bonnie Atwood the Board 

unanimously voted to authorize the Superintendent to apply for and expend monies, sign 
necessary forms, and otherwise act as agent of the Board of Directors of M.S.A.D. 
#13/RSU 83 under Title I, Title II, Drug Free and other federal projects that become 
available and are approved by the Board for 2021-22. 

e) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Elizabeth Brochu the Board 
unanimously voted to approve June 11, 2021 as the last student day. 

f) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Bonnie Atwood the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the first reading of policy BDB-Board Officers 

g) It was moved by Pauline Lagasse and seconded by Adrienne Mathieu to approve the first 
reading of policy BE-School Board Meetings. The motion passed with all voting in favor 
except Brian Malloy who voted against.  

h) Upon a motion by Brandy Hill and second by Janelle Ingersoll the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the first reading of policy BEC-Executive Sessions. 

i) Upon a motion by Pauline Lagasse and second by Bonnie Atwood the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the first reading of policy BEDA-Notification of Board 
Meetings. 

j) Upon a motion by Bonnie Atwood and second by Adrienne Mathieu the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the following teachers nominated by the Superintendent 
for a continuing contract beginning with the 2021-22 school year and authorize the 
Superintendent to issue contracts. 
Colby Atwood 
Josline Watkins 

k) Upon a motion by Bonnie Atwood and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the following teachers nominated by the Superintendent 
for a third probationary contract for 2021-22 and authorize the Superintendent to issue 
contracts. 
Natalie Costello 
Jena Kamps 
Nicolas St. Germain 

l) Upon a motion by Adrienne Mathieu and second by Pauline Lagasse the Board 
unanimously voted to approve the following teachers nominated by the Superintendent 
for a second probationary contract for 2021-22 and authorize the Superintendent to issue 
contracts. 
Jacqueline Abraham 
Gregory Baxter 
Karen LaForgia 
Caitlin McAloon (McNear) 

 
 



XIV. ADJOURNMENT-The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Sandra J MacArthur 
Secretary of the Board 
 
 


