
January 16, 2022 

 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff, and Community Members, 

 

I want to thank you for all that you have done and are doing to keep our students participating in 

in-person learning.  As the number of new COVID 19 cases increases daily in the state of Maine 

we are asking for your continued help and cooperation.  Please keep your child home if they 

have any symptoms or are not feeling well.  MSAD 13 is an optional masking district and not 

participating in pooled testing.  The district has had 2 confirmed positive COVID cases since 

returning from winter break.  I know that when we ask students and staff to quarantine that this 

creates a hardship for everyone, but I want you to know that MSAD 13 continues to do well.  

Haylie Kennedy, MSAD 13’s school nurse compiled the following information that demonstrates 

how MSAD 13 compares to other districts.   

 

Since winter break Greenville has had 22 positive student cases and 5 staff members, they are 

pooled testing and masking. They cancelled all sports for next week and moved to remote 

learning. Dexter high school (200 students) are masking and pooled testing.  They had had 36 

positives from the start of school to winter break, since returning from break they have had 37 

positives. They had 5 positive pools last week resulting in the individual testing of 50 students to 

find 6 positives. Maine and most of the country are in the middle of a surge with the peak 

expected in mid-February. Unfortunately, that is right about the time of Maine’s High School 

basketball tournament. We do not know what the impact will be on the basketball tournament. 

I am asking you to continue to keep your student home if they don’t feel well or have any 

symptoms.  You have done a great job helping us keep our schools open for in-person learning. 

We have done well and want to continue to do so.  Please do not let your guard down.  It is very 

likely that we will have more cases during this surge and have to ask students and staff members 

to quarantine. 

I am being asked if there is any way to avoid quarantining and the answer is yes.  Students and 

staff do not have to quarantine when identified as a close contact if they are fully vaccinated.  

Other options are universal masking and/or participating in pooled testing.  The district will 

continue to explore these options. If you have questions please call me at 672-5502.   

Sincerely, 

 
Sandra J MacArthur,  

MSAD 13 Superintendent  
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